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have had, I, probably beyond any other person, am respons-
ible for. When in 1826 I took charge of the Times and ad-
vocated Jackson's election, there was no systematic party
organization nor much interest manifested in political prin-
ciples on national subjects, nor much concerted political
action hi the State. Few, comparatively, attended the
polls. There were, it is true, the more intelligent and at
the same time the old contending partisans in the State.
Disagreeing and contending among themselves, they
nevertheless each hated Jackson. Embittered local con-
troversies affecting the State had for several years ab-
sorbed general questions.

February 8. Neither of the feeble organizations dis-
cussed or professed much regard for any of those funda-
mental principles which had created and previously influ-
enced parties, or which were then again just looming up
above the horizon. The Federalists had been beaten in 1818
and felt that they deserved it, but they had always until
then been in the ascendant and wielded the power of the
State, and still desired most earnestly to do so. The Re-
publicans of those days were held in subjection and had
great deference for the Federal dignitaries. Scarcely one of
the leaders possessed independence and strength of char-
acter sufficient to firmly resist the well-organized dominant
party and form and avow individual opinion. The mass
or body of the people were patriotic, but, under ecclesias-
tical as much as political ruling, had little zeal or devotion
for parties or leaders. This was the condition of things
when I came upon the stage of action, full of enthusiasm
and earnest work, and commenced the labor of bringing
together the minds which sympathized and agreed with
me. Very few of the prominent men came into the fold,
and such as did were most of them disappointed and disaf-
fected men. Some aspiring individuals whispered encour-
agement, but kept out of sight. By letters, by private cor-
respondence and personal interviews with the people, by